
  

 
 
**************************************
“Year’s end is neither an end nor a beginning 

but a going on, with all the wisdom that 

experience can instill in us.” 

    Hal Borland 
 
2008 has earned its place in history with the 
election of the first black president of the 
United States, the collapse of the housing 
market, the economic crisis, the huge federal 
bailout, and the fluctuating gasoline prices.  It 
was a hard year, yet I truly enjoyed it.  For me, 
it was a wonderful year of new experiences, 
new hobbies, and making new friends.  I have 
learned so much during my first year as 
President of Washington County Republican 
Women and I am so proud of all our 
accomplishments.  At the January meeting, 
we’ll have a short review of 2008 and do some 
recognition of the year’s events and activities.   
It is always surprising to look back over the 
past year and recall the many things that 
happened.   
 
As we look toward 2009, WCRW will continue 
to make a difference, to learn, to share, to help 
others and to enjoy our association.  All of 
those things that bring us together and are the 
reasons we joined and belong to Washington 
County Republican Women.  Your Board and 
Committee members are developing goals and 
tactics to achieve the objectives and purpose of 
our club.   1st VP Bonnie Harrington has 
outlined a great year of programs; 2nd VP Gail 
Neumann is focused on increasing our 
membership; Secretary and Communications 
Chair Jeanne Hauze is exploring ways to 
expand our communications and to be a useful 

source of information; Caring for America 
Chair Wilma Courtney is thinking up more 
great ideas to support our military and our 
community; and our Treasurers Sandi Barrett 
and Etta Cheney are putting together and 
managing the budget to support these activities.   
You’ll hear more about the many things lined 
up for 2009 at the January meeting.  As always, 
we value and appreciate all of your comments, 
your dedication, involvement and support.     
 
My best wishes to each of you for a safe year 
full of happiness, good health, friendship, and 
new experiences.  
  
  Susan Recknagel, President 
 
************************************** 
 

 

 
JA�UARY 

DOVE CE�TER ITEMS 

 

Plastic wrap, aluminum foil, 

and 

Sandwich bags 

 

 

�EXT MEETI�G 

Thursday, January 8, 2009 

11:30 AM 

BEST WESTER� ABBY I�� 
1129 South Bluff – St. George 

Washington County Republican Women 

JANUARY 2009 St. George, Utah 

www.washingtoncountyrepublicanwomen.org 



Speaker -Alan Crooks 
Topic:   "WE'VE GOT TO PICK 

OURSELVES UP, WIPE OURSELVES 
OFF, AND START ALL OVER AGAIN". 

 

Luncheon Menu 
Unavailable 

 

Cost $13.00 

 

Minutes of the WCRW 

Monthly Membership Meeting 

December 4, 2008 

 

President Susan Recknagel called the meeting to order 
at 12:00 p.m., welcoming all members and guests.  She 
offered special thanks for the Dove Center donations. 
Prayer:   Gloria Jones 
Pledge of Allegiance: Colleen Willis 

Calendar of Events: 

•••• December 11th, Political Book Club 
Meeting 6:30 pm, Washington Country 
Pubic Library, Downtown 

•••• January WCRW meeting will be held on 
January 8th, due to the first Thursday of the 
month being New Years Day. 
The guest speaker for the January meeting 
will be Alan Crooks, who will discuss the 
role the WCRW can play in the 2010 and 
2012 elections. 

•••• President Recknagel reminded everyone to 
turn in their 2009 dues to Gail Neumann. 

•••• December 18th, the Board of the WCRW 
will be meeting to develop a plan for next 
year.  The focus will be education, 
maintaining our conservative roots, and 
women who might be interested in seeking 
a political position.  President Recknagel 
stated the importance of conservatism and 
developing a foundation at the County, 
State and Federal levels. 

Installation of the 2009 WCRW Board of Officers: 

•••• Diane Felsch, 2nd Vice President of the 
Utah Federation of Republican Women, 
read a letter from Darcy Kruitbosch, 
President of the UFRW, who extended her 
regrets for being unavailable for the 
installation of the new WCRW Board.  She 
indicated her thanks to the 2008 Board for 
their service.  She also expressed her 
appreciation for the UFRW Conference that 
was hosted by WCRW.  She noted that she 
had been told “it was the best conference 
ever”.  Diane Felsch installed the following 
officers for the WCRW 2009 Board.  Susan 
Recknagel, President, Bonnie Harrington, 
1st Vice President, Gail Neumann, 2nd Vice 

President, Sandi Barrett, Treasurer, Etta 
Chaney Assistant Treasurer, Jeanne Hauze, 
Secretary, and Karen Vint, member at 
large.  Diane also reviewed the 
Federation Goals 

Introduction of Guests by Bonnie Harrington – 

Bonnie introduced the Pine View High School 
Chamber Choir.  They sang a medley of beautiful 
holiday songs.  For those that missed the performance, 
the Chamber Choir, and the other choirs at Pine View 
High School, will be having a performance on the 
evening of December 17th. 
President Recknagel complimented and thanked the 
Chamber Choir members. 
Raffle:  Coi Heath:  Coi announced that we sold $33.00 
in raffle tickets.  Thanks to everyone. 
President Recknagel wished everyone a Happy 
Holiday. 
Adjourn:  12:55 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted by:  Jeanne Hauze  

 

 

Reminder: WCRW membership 

renewal checks must be turned in to  
il Neumann by January 10, 2009 so that 
all members are included in the 2009 
membership handbook.  Don’t forget 
your friends are always welcome to 
attend our great meetings. 
  
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE UPDATE 

 
As the new Chair of the Washington 

County Republican Women Legislative Committee 
I would like to invite all WCRW members to join 
our group. We meet once a month at the Santa 
Clara library and discuss legislative issues that are 
important to the WCRW and what actions we can 
take to advance our legislative goals. Your input is 
always welcome. Please contact me if you would 
like to join. 
 

Our State Legislature will be in session 
from January 26 through March 12, 2009. Now is 
the time to decide what issues are important to us 
and what we can do to make our views known to 
our legislators. This year, some of the issues we 
have already identified are Health Care Reform and 
SB 81- the illegal immigration bill. Another issue 
that we will be watching is a guest worker program 
for Utah that may be proposed this session. We are 
open to ideas from any of you about other that we 
can address. 

 

 

 



We will also be watching our local 
government entities like the Washington County 
Commission and the various city councils in our 
area. I can tell you from my experience attending a 
St. George Planning Commission meeting with a 
large group of concerned citizens, that it is possible 
to influence government decisions. 
 

Finally, although we hope for the best from 
the new administration and Congress, we will do 
everything we can to make our voice heard if 
legislation is proposed that conflicts with 
Republican values.  
 
Christine Blum 
 

 
 

Book Club Meeting 
 

We are trying to increase the 
participation in our newly formed book 
club.  To this end, we will plan to hold 
the meeting a little later in the month to 
give more time to read the book, and 
also change the time from evening to 
late afternoon. 
 
Date:  January 20, 2009 
Place: St George Library 

(downtown library) 
Time:  4:00pm – 5:00pm 

Book:  Supreme Conflict – The 
Inside Story of the Struggle For 
Control of the United States 

Supreme Court by Jan Crawford 
Greenburg. 

With its closed chambers and formal 
language, the Supreme Court tends to 
deflect drama away from its vastly powerful 
proceedings. But its mysteries hold plenty of 
intrigue for anyone with the access to 
uncover them. In Supreme Conflict, Jan 
Crawford Greenburg has that access, and 
then some. With high-placed sourcing that 
would make Bob Woodward proud, she tells 
the story of the Court's recent decades and 
of the often-thwarted attempts by three 
conservative presidents to remake the Court 
in their image. Among the revelations are the 
surprising influence of the most-maligned 
justice, Clarence Thomas, and the political 
impact of personal relations among these 
nine very human colleagues-for-life. Written 
for everyday readers rather than legal 
scholars, her account sidesteps theoretical 
subtleties for a compelling story of the 
personalities who breathe life into our laws. -
-Tom Nissley 
 

 
Please �ote – �ew meeting date and time!  
 
 

 
May your New Year be filled with Peace, 

Prosperity, Health and Happiness 
 
 

WCRW send their condolences to the family 

and friends of Jayanna Welsh Bradbury 

(member since June, 2008) who died 

unexpectedly this week from complications of 

COPD. 


