
  

 
 
**************************************
“One of the things I learned the hard way was 
it doesn’t pay to get discouraged.  Keeping 
busy and making optimism a way of life can 
restore your faith in yourself.” 
      
   Unknown 
 
The election and the inauguration are over and 
a new page has been written in history.  Now 
it’s time to get back to business and focus on 
what we can do for WCRW, our local 
government, our community, and for ourselves.  
The WCRW Board and Committees are busy 
executing our goals and plans for 2009.   We’ll 
give you a progress report at the next meeting.  
 
1st Vice President, Bonnie Harrington, has 
begun nailing down our speakers for the year.  
2009 is our Year of the Woman and we begin 
with “Women in Business”.   We chose to 
focus on mainly women speakers this year 
since we are a women’s organization and one 
of our objectives is to increase the effectiveness 
of women in leadership and government 
through education.   We will have our 
Legislative Report in April, of course, which 
will feature our Representatives Clark, Ipson 
and Last and Senator Urquart.   
    
Wilma Courtney, Colleen Willis and I finished 
the 2009 Patriotic Quilt and it’s a dazzler.  You 
will have an opportunity to see the quilt at the 
February meeting and we’ll have tickets and 
flyers ready for you.   
 
Our various committees are off and running.  
The Communications Committee, chaired by 

Secretary Jeanne Hauze, has been successful in 
making connections with key media and 
vehicles for carrying announcements and 
publicity for WCRW.    Christine Blum and the 
Legislative Committee have been evaluating 
current bills being considered in this 
Legislative session.  We’ll have an update from 
Christine at the next meeting.  Gail Neumann 
and the Membership Committee are printing 
new handbooks, updating membership rosters 
and developing their plans for increasing 
membership.   This newsletter contains more 
information on some of the activities and 
upcoming events.  
 
BUSY!  BUSY! 
.  
  Susan Recknagel, President 
 
************************************** 
 

 

 
FEBRUARY 

DOVE CE
TER ITEMS 
 

Cleaning supplies for bathrooms, floors and 
mirrors 

 
 

 

 
A special welcome to our newest members: 

Kathy Blythe, Contributor, Chris Burow, 

Sandee Card, Sue Miller, and �ellie Lewis 
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�EXT MEETI�G 
Thursday, February 5, 2009 

11:30 AM 

BEST WESTER� ABBY I�� 
1129 South Bluff – St. George 

Speaker –Muriel Blake 
Kicking off our "Year of the Woman" the 

February program - Woman in Business and 
Community Service - will be Muriel Blake, 

CEO of Southwest Federal Credit Union and 
Chairperson of United Way for Southern 

Utah.    
 

Please make your luncheon check 
payable to WCRW in the amount of 

$13.00 per person.  Also it would speed 
up the registration process if your 
checks were prepared in advance. 

 
 

Minutes of the WCRW 

Monthly Membership Meeting 

January 8, 2009 

 

President Susan Recknagel called the meeting to order 
at 12:00 p.m., welcoming all members and guests.  She 
offered special thanks for the Dove Center donations. 
Prayer:   Gloria Jones 
Pledge of Allegiance: Wilma Courtney 
 
2008 Accomplishments and Recognition:  President 
Recknagel reviewed the highlights of the 
many accomplishments in 2008.  They 
included: 

• Membership increased to 140, making 
us the largest club in state  

• WCRW sponsored 2 tables at the 
Lincoln Day Breakfast  

• The Patriotic Quilt fund-raiser was 
very successful, raising $2200.00  

• Secured two donations of $2000 each 
for Dixie College endowment fund, 
bringing our total to $5000.00  

• For the 2008 elections, WCRW 
donated $3250 to Washington County 
Republican Candidates, made over 
6000 phone calls for Get out the Vote, 
and the Legislative Committee hosted 
a luncheon featuring several 
candidates.  

• Hosted the 2008 Utah Federation of 
Republican Women Fall Conference 

with the National President as the 
Keynote Speaker  

• Our Support the Troops effort 
consisted of making 15 Christmas 
stockings for deployed personnel and 
50 goody bags for the children.  
WCRW was presented with a 
certificate from the National Guard 
and a personal Thank You note on 
behalf of the children. Received on behalf 
of the troops, as well as a personal note on 
behalf of the children. 

President Recknagel recognized the following 
individuals for the service to the WCRW during 2008:
 Dee Osborn, Diane Schlough, Etta Chenney, 
Gail Neumann, Bonnie Harrington, Wilma Courtney, 
Colleen Willis, Annette Taylor, Anne Williams, Janine 
Leuthauser, Gloria Jones, Freddie Arrighi, Coi Heath, 
Noma Clark, Jeanne Hauze, Kay Hancock, Caroline 
Pierce, and Tanya Beaulieu.  President Recknagel said 
that so many did so much toward the success of the club 
and she apologized if she had neglected anyone.  Gail 
Neumann, on behalf of the Board, presented a bouquet of 
flowers and offered gratitude to Susan for her service as 
President of the WCRW.   
 
Detailed list of accomplishments and recognitions is 
available on request. 
 
Review of the 2009 Goals and Programs:  President 
Recknagel explained to the group that the 2009 Board 
members held a day long retreat to formulate goals and 
strategies for the 2009 year.  She noted that the clubs 
mission/objectives, and values are found in the 
Handbook, and that the strategies determined will meet 
those criteria. She stated that 2009 is to the Year of the 
Women.  President Recknagel reviewed the goals that 
had been determined by the Board.  She explained the 
tactics and programs that will support the goals as 
determined by the Board.  Goals included: 

• Increase membership 
• Continued support for the WCRW Dixie State 

College scholarship fund 
• Focus on local issues 
• Upgrade our Website to be more educational 
• Evaluate bills to be addressed by the 2009 State 

Legislative Session 
• Establish a Political Action Committee (PAC) 
• Sponsor at least one woman candidate for an 

elected office 
•  Establish an Education Committee to sponsor 

educational activities with middle and high 
school students 

 
President Recknagel reviewed the proposed 2009 
WCRW Programs.  The programs include women 



speakers from the business and community service, 
elected office, frontline of business, high education, 
medical, military, and home sector.   
 
Sandi Barrett, Treasurer presented a year end financial 
report.  President Susan reviewed the proposed 2009 
budget.  Susan was pointed out to the group that the goal 
is keep the budget healthy, so that the officers in 2010 
can start the year with money in the bank.  There was a 
review of the general expenses of the WCRW.  It was 
announced that the Mary Harvey estate jewelry raised 
about $450. 
 
Detail Business Plan available on request. 
 
President Recknagel reiterated the importance of 
renewing your membership, attending the luncheon, and 
“getting involved”. 
 
Book Club:  President Recknagel announced that the 
Political Book Club has been moved to Tuesday from 4-
5 PM.  The January meeting will be held on the 20th at 
the St. George Library.  The selected reading for 
February will be the “Dirty Dozen” based on 12 Supreme 
Court cases. 
 
Legislative Committee:  Christine Blum, Chair of the 
Legislative Committee invited all interested to join the 
Committee which meets once per month. 
 
Speaker:  Bonnie Harrington introduced our guest 
speaker, Alan Crooks, with a delightful song, which she 
sang, entitled “Pick Yourself Up”.   
 
Alan gave a brief review of the presidential election last 
year.  He stated that he has reason to believe that 
President-Elect Obama will contribute some positive 
aspects during his administration.  He also noted that he 
believes that Mitt Romney is looking ahead to 2012.  He 
discussed the new seats in the Senate and House.   
 
Alan discussed the strength and power of a PAC.  He is 
going to be working with the WCRW toward the PAC.  
He stated the importance of “moving our agenda” 
forward.  And said that “part of the political process is 
fighting for what we believe in”. 
 
Alan was presented a thank you gift by Bonnie 
Harrington on behalf of the WCRW.  Diane Felsh, 
UFRW, presented Alan with a commendation from the 
Utah Federation of Republican Women, and thanked him 
for his participation in the UFRW Fall Conference. 
 
Raffle:  Coi Health presented the winners of the raffle 
with their gifts.  She stated that the raffle donations for 
the day were $52.00, and thanked the group. 
 

Adjourn:  12:55 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by:  Jeanne Hauze, Secretary   
  
2009 Membership cards will be available at the 
February luncheon meeting...full color, to carry 
with pride  
 
PATRIOTIC QUILT – 2009 

 
Our 2009 Patriotic Quilt is a beauty!   You will all be 
able to see this magnificent quilt at our February 
meeting.   We will have tickets available for members to 
sell (and buy!) and flyers to help with your selling 
efforts. 
 
The quilt will have its official “unveiling” at the Lincoln 
Day Breakfast on Saturday, February 14th.   The drawing 
for the quilt will be held at our May meeting.    
 
Wilma Courtney, Colleen Willis and Susan Recknagel 
donated the materials, their time and creativity to making 
this gorgeous quilt.    
 

  

   
 
                         

 



LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE UPDATE 

 
At our last Legislative Committee meeting, the WCRW 
Legislative Committee decided to send a letter to our 
local lawmakers urging them to support S.B. 81 as 
written and oppose any amendments to weaken it in the 
2009 legislative session. S.B. 81 is the Utah illegal 
immigration legislation due to go into effect in July 
2009, which  requires all state contractors to use the 
federal E-Verify system to check the work eligibility of 
new hires. There are several other good provisions in the 
bill, such as requiring Utah law enforcement to make a 
reasonable effort to determine the immigration status of 
persons in custody, and outlawing so-called sanctuary 
cities. We had great input from DyAnn Hickman on our 
letter, since her husband was the Senate sponsor of the 
legislation in 2008. Thank you DyAnn! The letter has 
been sent, and you can read it in this month’s newsletter. 
 
We may soon be asking the WCRW membership to call 
and/or email our elected officials to oppose another 
attempt at amnesty for illegal immigrants. Another issue 
we will be watching is any attempt by the new Congress 
to silence talk radio or regulate political speech on the 
Internet.  
 
The WCRW Legislative Committee welcomes two new 
members, Tiffany Harris and DyAnn Hickman. The 
Legislative Committee meets once a month at the Santa 
Clara library; we hope any interested members will join 
us. Call or email me if you are interested in joining! 
 
Christine Blum, 
Chair, WCRW Legislative Committee 
 
 
 
********************************************* 
 
Dear State Representative or Senator, 
 
The Washington County Republican Women 
thank you for voting in favor of S.B. 81 in the 
2008 Legislative session. In the 2009 
Legislative Session, we urge you to support the 
bill as written and oppose any amendments that 
would weaken it. 
  
Sincerely,  
Washington County Republican Women  
 
********************************************** 
 
 
 
 

BOOK CLUB:  The February Book Club 
meeting has been canceled. We plan to hold a 
short discussion at our next lunch meeting to see if 
people are still interested in the book club and get 
some feedback on what would be a good day and 
time to hold our discussions. If you are interested in 
participating, but will not be at the February meeting 
- please send your comments to Tanya Beaulieu - 
parkcitycloset@yahoo.com or 435-986-0697. 

 

 

FEBRURAY 14th 

 
 

FEBRUARY 16th 

 
 


